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Tropieal lslands, Bulgarian prices”: Cape Verde boasts pear-round wnihine, mountalng and beaches, yet property i still far cheaper than in the ¢

Cape Verde emerges

After 500 years of virtual
obscurity, Catherine Moye
finds the country is looking
to become the next big
holiday home market

the past 500 years, Cape Verde
a tiny mid-Atlantic country
conslsting of 10 islands and elght
islets 200 miles off the coast of
Sencgal In West Africa - has
existed in virtual obscurity. Geograph-
ically isolated and struggling to
recover from a Porluguese occupation
that ended in 1678, It was a place that
locals worked hard to leave.

Recently, however, the tides have
shifted. Cape Verdeans who have been
living abromsd are returning and, perhaps
more importantly, developers and cstate
agents are looking to the archipelago as
an up-and-coming holiday home market,

“What"s remarkable i that the vasi
majority of people would not have
hoard of Cape Verde a year ago.” says
Amar Sodhi, managing director of tnter-
nallonal properly agency Avatar Inter
national. “But for me there s no specu-
lation ns to whether it will be the next
property hot spot. It is inevitable. Cape
Verde Is Bulgaria prices on the closest
tropleal islands o mainland Europe.”

Several factors support his case, Capo
Verde fs politically and economically

stable with year-round sunshine, starkly
beautiful volcanie mountains, desert ter-

benefit from two new International alr.
ports and it's only an hour's flying time
south of wellestablished destinathons in
the Canary [slands. The government
has also recently relaxed property laws
to attract outskde investors.

86 why has it taken so long for
Cape Verde 1o attract international
altentlon?

Following its discovery by Portugal
in 1462, the previcusly uninhabited
islands were populsted by a mix of
Africans, Portuguese, and other Euro-
pean voyagers. In the days of sail,
uncertain winds and treacherous cur-
rents often made them hard to reach,
and there were devastating cycles of
drought, starvatlon and death. At thnes
up to hall the population died.

The one benefit to Cape Verde's lso
lated position was that residents
became skilled sallors. But this resulted
in a tradition of ablebodied men and
women heading abroad to work, start:
Iing at the end of the 18th century when
whalers from New Bedford and Nan:
tucket on the eastern seaboard of the
newly indopendent US regularly sailid
to the islands to pick up crows,

These early tles to New England
made the US the primary destination
for Cape Verdean migrant workers and,
by the end of the 18th century, the
trickle of people permanently resettiing

had become a Mood, Immigrants formed
tight-knit communities concentrated In
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Con
necticul and worked in p-udn textile

expressed in Cape Verdean musle,
clally the bittersweet songs cal
“morna”.

The exodus continued Into the 20th
century, with many Cape Verdeans
leaving to study amd work abroad,
according to Pedro Marting, who hl.lllﬂ
in the 1978 war of
was part of the group that put I#lﬂher
Cape Virde's Nalional Assembly. “The
Portuguese colonfal power was nover
very sympathetle (o us,” he explains.
“They allowed people to die from
drought and famine and did nothing at
all to save them. Most Cape Verdeans
didn't want to go back because life
there was just oo hard.”

The “bad memories™ lingered even
aler the revolutlon. Marling himsell
left for the US, where he tralned as an
architect, and he still lives In Washing:
ton, DC, His 12 brothers and slsters
also left Cape Verde to study and
travel. But ke now returns (o the
Islands twice a year and says he plans
to live there full-time from 2000,

“Now that we have our Independence,
stability and are creating a very mod:
em and efficient infrastructure, there is
na doubt that a lot of Cape Verdeans
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